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Die Martis, 7° Feb. 1775, ‘ .
& HE Lord prefident reported that-the ma.
nagers for the Lords had met the managers
: “for the commons at a conference, which,
g on the rart of the commons was managed
.A by lord North, who acquainted the ma-
agers far the jords, that they had taken into confide-
2tion the ftate ot his Mdjefty’s colonies in North Ame-
ica, and had agreed upon an addrefs to be prefented
ohis ajety, to which they defired "the concurrence.
bf this IOulE: :
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_ time for deliberation, before they were driver lx_ndlons

into-a declaration ot civil war. "A conference was hel

with the.commons, an addrefs of this importance pre-
fented, all extraneoysinformation, although offered, po-
fitively refufed ; all petitions arbitrarily reje&ed, and the
whole of this$ moft awful bufinefs received, debated, and

_ concluded, in a fingle day.

2dly. Becaufe no legal grounds'were laid i argument
or in fadt, to fhew that a rebellion, properly fo called,
did exift in MafTachufetts-bay, when the papers of the
latelt date, and from whence alone we derive our infor-
mation, were written.. The overt ats to which the fpe-
cies of treafon affirmed in the addrefs ought ™ to be ap-
plied, were not etablithed, nor any .offendérs marked
out; but a generai mafs of the alts of turbulcnc'c‘,’faid

large quantities of the manufaftures- of Great-Britain
and Ireland; andin particular the faple articles of woole
len, xmn,._qnd linen, alfo thofe of cotton filk, leather;
pewter, tin, copper, and brafs, with almd = every Hritith
manufaéture ; ign linens,
and other articles imported into thefe kingdoms, from,
Flanders, Holland, Germany, the eaft countries, . ortus
+.al, Spain, and Italy, which are gederally received from
thofe countries, in retirn for Britith mawufaures. -

for exportation, great
of goodsimportedintothisKingdomromthe . ait-indies, ‘
; %:u't of which receive “additional manufafture in reat= QR
ritain, ’ :

__Allo Jarge quan or

i hat your petitioners have likewie exported, or ©ld
uantities of the various fpecies -
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t hen his 7 ordfhip read the addrefs delivered at the
onference---and_the fame being again read by the
.tk. the Earl of Dartmouth and the Marquis of s ock-
B0-h:m both rifing to fpeak, a debate arofe who fhould
pE—':: firft, the queftion was put, whether the Earl of
D «rtmouth fhall now be heard? It was refolved in the
b firmative. . bl ’ ;
nioved to agree with the commons id the faid ad-
drefs, by filling up the blank with SLon{; Spiritual and
emporal, and) which being objected to, and a queftion
ftated thereupon; after a long debate, the previoud
queftion was put, whether the main queftion fhall be
how put? (‘ontents go, proxies 14, in all 1043 not con-
tents 27; it was refolved 1n the aﬁtxrmatxvc.

Diffintient, : : s
1ft. "he previous quc(hon was moved, not to pre.
‘ent the proceeding 1n the addrefs, commun;catzd at
th conference with the commons, but in order to pre-
{eat the petitions of the North American merchantsand
of the Weit-India merchants and planters, which peti-
ions the houfe might rejet it frivolous, or . poftpone
if not urgent. as it might feem fit to their wifdom ; but
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THO. CqN] 8 to hurry on the bufincs to which thefe petitions foma;
. L F lELDgg%IO‘ EW’I‘ ] criau;{md diredtly related, the exprefs prayer of which
8o e X “ B8 vwas, that they might be heard before ¢ any refplution

Ml may be taken by this right honamrable houfe refpeéting
M Avwerica,” to refufz fo much as to fufferthem to be pre-
¥ fented, isa procezding of the moft unwarrantable na-
tare and direétly fudverfive of the moft facred rights
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able, as a lord in his place, at the exprefs defire of the

Wef- :ndia-m-rchauts, informed th® houte, that if ne-
il ce(Tizated 1o to do, they were rzady, without counfel or
M -farther preparation, inftantly to offer evidence to prove,
' that feveral iflands of the Weft-Indies conld not be able
8 10 fubfilt after the operation of the propofed addrefs in
Ml America. luftice in regard to individuals, policy with
@ regard to the public, and decorum with regard to our.

felves, required that we fhould admit this petition to

be prefented. 4y refufing it juftice js denied,. .

M miniiters, are {o manifeftly. defe®tive, and fo.avoweily
curtailed, that we cant derive from_them nothing like
information of the true ftate of the objeét on which we
are going to adt, or of the. confequences ot the refoluti-
ons which we may take. We ought, (as we.concgive)
with gladnefs to Lave accepted that information from
the merchants, which if it had not been volun-arily. of-
fered, it was our duty to feek : There is no.information-
concerning the ftate of our colonies (taken in any point
.of view) which the merchants are not far more compe-
tent to pive than governors or officers, who often know
far lefs of the temper and_dilpehtion, or may bE O
difp fed t~ mifreprefent it than the merchants. Ofthid
we have afu | and melancholy expzrience in the miftaken
ideas on which the fatal a&s of the lait parliament were
formed.. - - p 4l e
—dlyBecrufe-we-are-of opinion—thit-in-enteringt
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@ and certain (but the utm -t extent of whichitisim.

M poflible to.forefee) true policy requires that thofe, who
are motft likely to be immeg:itély affeéted,
thoroughly fatisfied of the deliberation with which it
‘was taken: and we apprehend that the planters, mer-
chants, and manufaturers, will riot bear their loffes and
burthens hrotight on"them by thé propofed civil war,
the better for cur refufing fo much as’to hear them pre-

3 POUNDS :i'BEWARP.‘( S
om the fubfcribzr,. living ini Chefete |
‘;“'."Yp in the pr "f_"“_“f M“!h‘“ pitation in refolvin. ,’add much to the fuccefs -in exe-
- J‘"EL'%?% an’ indened forvit- B cuting any plan that may be purfued. :
oan:, Diiimie, by trale a- fawyer i g - We proteft therefore againt the refiifal to fiiffer fuch
.!h he is abcut g Feet § inches l,!’%‘,"."a petitions to be ‘prefented. and we thus clear ourfelves to
et of & fair comyileiion, 1eua: our countty, of the difgrac+ and mifchief- which_muft
-floops when he “walks; he {fpelt attend this unconftitutional, indecent, -and improvident
well of Evgland diale *. He bad 03, proceeding. - . ; ' , =
imy an o!d ¢igret’ caloured furtoil ’ 5

" ckife-bodiedylight “brawn ‘diro, Ml - RICHMOND, . PORTLAND, -
0 !grge for him,a fort fannelquited, PONSONBY, - CAMDEN, ‘
Mabrig” (h'stsh:a pair of good; buck: ‘ARCHER,' FITZWILLIAM,
vith " a7 “paig’"of " ‘plain yellaw' ks ROCKINGHAM, SCARBOROUGH,
iv “of *yarn’ (tockingsy. thé ene [3% WYCOMBE, - ABERGAV"NNY,
“brown, and pretty good fhies 13 . EFFINGHAM, ABINGDON,
can write & pretty good hiid, sbdit TORMINGTON, - CRAVEN, =%
il;forge a difcharge from Cipts S« STANHOPE, COURTENAY,
(to-witom he indented him'clt)ups CHOLMONDELY, TANKERVILLE,
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Then the main queftion was put,s whether to agree
_with'the comrmons in the faid addre(s, by inferting the
*words (Lerds Spiritual axd Temporal and) - . :
B - - Itwagrefolved in the afirmative;

‘Contents’ 8}, Not contents, 37.°

I'fer.ready, money only,
. JAMES CHRISTI

adiy. Becaufe the papers laid upor our table by the ~

a'war; in ‘which  mikHief “and‘inconvenience ~are great~ lit s Parlament

fhould be* -

 vious to our engaging in that war; nor will our preci- .

37+ Baltitore “January 3,308 - Diffentient; Rl b ;
rigs, by lh!.aiﬂ?@ cr_bale, -ad. 1t Be{aufe'iﬁe w”dfe‘xt matter of this dangerous ad-
bottled wired . porter, in c3(ki@ drefs, was highly-aggravated by the violent mnner in

&  yrhickr it was precipitately huarried through ifts houfe,

Yords wers not allowed the ipterpolition of a mioment’s

bedone at various times and praces, and of various—=-
tures, were all thrown together, to make out one gene-
ral conftruétive treafon’: Neither was there any fort of
proof of the continuance of any unlawful force, from
whence we could infer that a reBeilion_does now exift.
And we are the more cautious of propouncing any part
of his “idj- fty's dominions to be in aftua’ rebellion be-
caufe the cales of conitruétive treafon un.ler that branch
of the ftatate of Edward the third, which defcribes the .
crime of rebellion, have been aiready fo far extznded
by the judges, and the diftin:tions thereugon fo nice and
fubtle, that no prudent man ought td Jeclar ny fingle
perfon in that {ituation, without the cle reft evidence of
uncontrovertible overt-aéts to warrant fuch a declara.
tion: Much lefs ought fo highan authiority as hoth houfes
of parliament to deilounce fo fevere a judgment againit
a confiderable part of his *ajety’d fubjeéts, by which
is forces thay thifik themfelves juftified in commencing
a war, without any further order or commiffion.
1. 3dly. Becaufe we think that feveral adts of the 1a't par-
Jiament, 5ind feveral Jate proceedings of admini ration
with rezard to ths colonies, are real grievances, and juit
caufes ot complaint, and we cannot. in honour orincon-
fcience, confent to an addrefs which commends the tem.
g:}f by which proceedings, o very intemperate, have
>éen _carried on; nor can we perfuade ourfelves to
authbrize yiolent courfes againft perfons in the colonies,
who have Yefilted auithority, without at the fame time
redrefling the grievanices which have given but toomuch
provocation for their behaviour. . K X

of the-Tuhject,--~1t is-the: more:*%:lrticularly.. ‘exception===4thly, Becaufe-wethink th=loofe and general affuran-. -
t

'cg:s given by the addrefs, of future redrefs of grisvances
in cafe of fubmiffion, is far from fatisfaétory, orat all
likely to produce their end, whillt the aéts complained
of continue unrepealed or unamended, and their authors
remain in authority here; becaufe thefe advifers of all
the meafures which have brought on the calamities of
this empire will not be_ truited, whilft they defend as
juft, neccflary, and even indulgent, all the adts c m-
plained of as grievances by the Americans; and muft
therefore, on iheir own principles, be bound in future
to govern the colonies in the manner which has already
produced fuch fatal effelt:: And we fear that the refufal
of this houfe fo much as to, receive, previous_to deter-
mination (which is the moft offenfive mode of reje&tion)
petiticns tro:n the unoffending natives of Great Britain
and the Weft-India iflands, affords but a very difcou-
raging profpeét .of dur obtaining hereafter any petitions
at all, from thofe whom we have declared aétors in re-
bellion, or abettors of that crime;———— -

...Lattly.  Becaufe the means of cx’\fdrcirigthe'nuthority' i

of the Britifh legiflature is confined to perfons, ot whofe

capacity for that purpofe, from abundant experience,
rveTeaforrtodoubt— i ave—hitherto-ufed

no effeftual medns of contiliating, or of reducing thofe

" who oppdfe that authorig

failure f all their projets, the infufficiency of all their

inforniation, and the difappointment df all the Hopes

mericxto-this ‘hllls\llulll d;xvéﬁy, }1;5 and-b-r tron;-tim
ber, ftaves, naval r:ores, tobacco, rice. indigo, deer nd
other tkins,
bees wax, pot and pearl athes, drugs and dying woods,
with fome bullion ; and alfo wheat, flour, indian corn,”
and falted provifions, when (on accountof fcarcity in
Great-Britain) thofe articles are permitted to be imporieds

_ from the colonies in ~orth-America, to, this city only;,

-the commerce betwzen Great-dritain and her colonies,

: This appearsin the conftant ~

o

beaver, and furs train oil, whale-bone,

I'hat your petitionersreceiv. returns circuitoutly from
Treland (for flax-feed, &c. exported from- orth’ mie=
rica) by bills of exchange on the merchants of thiscity,
trading to Ireland, for the proceeds of iin:ns imported
into thefe kingdoms. From the-\Welt-"Rd es (in return
for provifions, lumber and cattle, exported from North
America, for the ufe and fupport of the Weft-india
iflands) by bills of exchalige om the. Weit-india
merchants; for the proceeds of fugar, molafles, rum, cot-
ton, coffee, or other produce imported fr \m thofeillands
into thefe kingdoms. From tay. -pain. Portugal, ) 141
France, Flanders, Germany, Hollm‘r and the eaft B
countries, by bills of exchange or buliion, in reiurn -
for wheat, flour, Indian corn, fith an'. iumber, exportsd
from the Britith colonies in North.rimerica tor the ufe
of thofe countries. . ,
.1 hat your petitioners have great r:afon to believe,
from the beft information they can obtiin, that on the
balance of this extenfive commerce, there is now due
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two millions fterling. and upwards., | )
. ‘I hat by the dire¢t commerce with the célonies ard
the cifcuitous trade thiereon d pending, fome thoufands
of thips and veffe!s are employed, and many-thoufands -
of feamen are bred and maintainsd; thereby increafing
the naval rength and pow-r of Great-ritain.

That ini the year 1765, there was a great ftagnation of

in confequence of an att of parliament, entitled ¢ An
¢ aét for granting ..nd applying certald ftamp-duties,
‘- and other duties in the Britith coloities dnd p-aatati-
‘¢ ons in America; &c.” By which the merchants trad-
ing to North-America, ind the artificers "employed in
the various manufaétures confumed in thofe couutries,
were fubjefted to many hardfhips. . . | :
‘That 1n the following year, the faid aét was repealed,
under zn_exprefs declaration of the legiflature, that,
¢¢ the continuance of the [aid a& would be attended with
“ many inconveniencies, and might be produtive of
¢¢confequences greatly detrimental to ‘the commercial
¢¢ intereits of thefe kingdoms;™_upon which repeal. the
trade to the Britifh coldnies immediately refumed its
former flourifling (tate. _ B
 That in the year 1767, an a& paffed; ¢ entitleds
i Ay a8 for grasting certain duties in the Britifb colonics
and plantations in America, &c.” which impofed certain /
duti 2 b id i ica_on a_glafs, red
and  whit2 lead; paintets colours, piper, p-ite~
board, mill-board, and fcale board, when the commerce ...
with the colosies was again interrupted, b

g

2

TETey ey

ST
C 3

s
-

,-—-.w..v.v;-um-' e e e

X e,

EIRAL s

. That in the year 1770, fuch partsof the faid aétas ! 0¥/
poled _duti : ‘ ite lead |

feveral-yenrs— ut-to-the.
Irdy riever-refufed-any of-their- propos-
fals. and yet our affairs have proceeded dfaily from bad
- to worfe, until we have been brought, ftep by uep, to
that state of confyfion, dnd even civil violence, which
was the natural refult of thefe defperate meatur s.
We thérefore proteft againft an dddrefs amounting td
a declaration ¢f war, which is founded on no proper pat'-
liamentary information ;. which was introdiiced by re-
fofing to fuffer the prefentdtion of petitions againft it
(although it be the undoubted right of the fubjedt to
* prefent the fdme) which followed the. rejetion of every
mode of-conciliation ; which holds out no fubftantial
offer of redrefs of grievanced; and which promifes fap-
port to thofe miniiters who have inflamed America, and
grofly mifconducted the affairs of Great-Britain;

RICHMOND, CHOLMONDELEY};
CRAVEN, ABINGDON;

‘. ARCHER, . PORTLAND;.
ABFRGAVENNY, CAMDEN, _
ROCKINGHAM, EFFINGHAM;

. WYCOMBE, * STANMHOYE, .
COURTENAY, SCARBOROUGH;,
TO:RING TON; FLIZWILLIAM;
_PONSONBY, TANKERVILLE.

. To the bonourable ike Commons of. Great-Britain, i1 par-
- ‘o Mlidment affembled. -

T he humble Patition of the inerchants, traders and othets,

of the city of London, conceraed in “the commerce o

_North-America,

o Sheweth, e T .
TH.J.T your petitioners are all cffentially interefted in
the trade to No-th-America, either as’cxporters and
mporters.‘or as ven:iers of Britith- and foreign' goods
. for ¢xportation to that country. _ S
~ i'hat your petitioners have eXported, or fold for ex-
«portatior to the Britifhi colonies i1 North- america, very

'

- fcale.board, were repealed, when tlie trade to America

sapreh
f - and'advantage of both'countri¢s: and will 'atg‘y- fuch
a

# I

~ painters-,colours, paper; . paite.board,_miil:boatd, and-

foon revived; except in the article of tea, on which a- .
duty was continued to be demanded on its importation
into America, whereby that brarich of ouf cemmerce
was nearly loft.. .~ ’ il e el
That in the year i773; ar aft: pifled, entitled, an-  * K3
88 ¢ To allow a drawback of the duties of cufioms on the -
expartation of tea to bis majefly’s colonies or plantations in
Amirica; and, 10 imposwer the commiffioners of the treafury
to graxet licences to the Eaft-India Cempany, tosxport tea}
duty-free, &> ' j i W
By the operation of thefe and ether laws, the minds
of his majcfty's fubjects ih the Britith colonics havd
been greatly difquictcd, a- total ftop is now put to the -
export trade with the greatéft and moft important part
of North-America,-the public revenue is tHedtered
with a large and fatal diminution, your petitioriers with
grievous diftrefs, and thoufands of induitrious attificers
and manufaturers with dtter ruin : Udder thefé alarm-
ing circumftances, your petitioders receive nd fmiall
comfort, from a perfuafion; that the reprefentatives of :
the people, mewly delegated td the mott important of n . - Rk N
all trutls, will take the whole of ‘thefe wiighty matterd ! "
into their moft ferious confideration': and'your pcti- i1
ray this honourable houfe: that  they
(’:xll and immediate exdminatiort of that
formerly
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tioners humbly.
will enter into a i
fyjftem of commercial policy, which was:
adopted, and’ uniformly maintained, to the

healing remedies as can alone reftore and’ &ft _xﬂx_"thg d
commerce between Great-Hritain anid her colonics, -ony
a permatient foundation. - [ R <l
“And your petitioners. alfo humbly ‘pray, that they———3
- may be heard' by themfclves or ageats, i fupport of .
this petition, '~ W s e
o U Publifbed by autberity of the commities, . .
s 9. & . . 'THOMAS Lang, chairmay, -
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